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Remarks 

Claims 1 and 33-57 are currently pending and under consideration. Claims 2-32 have been 
cancelled. Claims 33-57 have been newly added. A clean version of all pending claims is found at 
pages 2-6. A marked version of the changes made is found at pages 8-12. 

Should the Examiner believe a telephone interview would be helpful to expedite favorable 
prosecution, the Examiner is invited to contact applicant's undersigned representative at the telephone 
number listed below. 

In the event any fees are due in connection with the filing of this document, the Commissioner 
is authorized to charge those fees to Deposit Account No. 50-1063. 
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Respectfully submitted, 



AMIN & TUROCY, LLP 

24 th Floor, National City Center 
1900 E. 9 th Street 
Cleveland, Ohio 44114 
Telephone (216) 696-8730 
Facsimile (216)696-8731 




Himanshu S. Amin 
Reg. No. 40,894 
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Version With Markings To Show Changes Made 

In the Claims: 

Please cancel claims 2-32. 

Please add new claims 33-57 as follows: 

— 33. (New) A container closure assembly, comprising a container mouth and a 

closure therefor, the closure comprising an engagement device configured for interlocking with a 
formation around the mouth to retain the closure on the mouth, and a band for bracing the 
engagement device to lock it in an engaged condition by resisting outward movement of the 
engagement device when the band is in a bracing position; characterised in that: 

in an operative position of the closure on the container mouth and prior to first time the 
closure is removed, the band is integrally coupled to the closure by a plurality of integral frangible 
connections, the band being movable relative to the engagement device out of its bracing position, 
and the frangible connections being breakable sequentially when the band is moved out of its bracing 
position for the first time. 

34. (New) An assembly according to claim 33, wherein the frangible connections are 
collapsible without shearing, to permit limited outward deformation of the engagement device. 

35. (New) An assembly according to claim 33, wherein the container has a mouth having 
a larger configuration than the engagement device of the closure in an unstressed condition of the 
engagement device, such that when the closure is fitted to the container, the engagement device and 
the band are stressed. 

36. (New) An assembly according to claim 33, further comprising a plurality of ridges on 
a surface of the closure facing the band. 
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37. (New) An assembly according to claim 33, wherein the container mouth has a lateral 
dimension of at least about 5 cm. 

38. (New) An assembly according to claim 33, wherein the container and closure are able 
to withstand an internal pressure of at least 60 psi. 

39. (New) An assembly according to claim 33, further comprising co-operating abutment 
surfaces for producing at least one mechanical interlock between the bracing band and the 
engagement device for communicating tension in the bracing band to the engagement device. 



40. (New) An assembly according to claim 33, wherein the engagement device is 

q segmented. 

□ 
□ 

Cj 41 . (New) An assembly according to claim 33, wherein the engagement device comprises 

w 

P one or more lugs which engage one or more undercuts adjacent to the container mouth. 



42. (New) An assembly according to claim 41 , wherein the undercut comprises a rim 
M around the container mouth. 

m 

|y 43. (New) An assembly according to claim 41, wherein at least one said lug comprises a 

locking projection, the locking projection comprising a lead-in ramp surface, and an abutment 
surface. 

44. (New) An assembly according to claim 43, wherein the abutment surface is inclined at 
an angle whose magnitude is less than that of the inclination of the ramp surface. 

45. (New) An assembly according to claim 33, wherein the closure is of plastics. 
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46. (New) An assembly according to claim 33, wherein the closure is refittable to the 
container mouth after it has been removed for the first time. 

47. (New) A container closure assembly, comprising a container mouth and a closure 
therefor, the closure comprising an engagement device configured for interlocking with a formation 
around the mouth to retain the closure on the mouth, and a band for bracing the engagement device to 
lock it in an engaged condition by resisting outward movement of the engagement device when the 
band is in a bracing position; characterised in that: 

the band is mounted for hinged movement out of its bracing position relative to the 
engagement device, the band remaining intact as it is moved out of said bracing position. 

48. (New) An assembly according to claim 47, wherein in an operative position of the 
closure on the container mouth and prior to the first time the closure is removed, the band is integrally 
coupled to the closure by a plurality of integral frangible connections. 

49. (New) A container closure assembly, comprising a container mouth and a closure 
therefor, the closure comprising an engagement device configured for interlocking with a formation 
around the mouth to retain the closure on the mouth, and a band for bracing the engagement device to 
lock it in an engaged condition by resisting outward movement of the engagement device when the 
band is in a bracing position; characterised in that: 

the band is movable relative to the engagement device out of its bracing position and, upon 
such movement, the band remains intact and releases the bracing effect progressively around at least a 
portion of the periphery of the closure. 

50. (New) A container closure assembly, comprising a container mouth and a closure 
therefor, the closure comprising an engagement device configured for interlocking with a formation 
around the mouth to retain the closure on the mouth, and a band for bracing the engagement device to 
lock it in an engaged condition by resisting outward movement of the engagement device when the 
band is in a bracing position; characterised by: 



10 



National Application ba^in PCT/GB00/01 765 



NOVAP100US 



co-operating abutment surfaces for producing at least one mechanical interlock between the 
band and the engagement device in a circumferential direction, to restrict movement of the band 
relative to the engagement device in the circumferential direction. 

5 1 . (New) A container closure assembly, comprising a container mouth and a closure 
therefor, the closure comprising an engagement device configured for interlocking with a formation 
around the mouth to retain the closure on the mouth, and a band for bracing the engagement device to 
lock it in an engaged condition by resisting outward movement of the engagement device when the 
band is in a bracing position; characterised in that: 

the band is movable intact and relative to the engagement device out of the bracing position, 
and in that the mouth has a larger configuration than the engagement device of the closure in an 
unstressed condition of the engagement device, such that when the closure is in its operative position 
on the container mouth, the engagement device is stressed outwardly and the band is maintained in a 
state of static tension, said tension increasing the bracing effect of the band on the engagement device. 

52. (New) A press-fit, lift-off container closure comprising an upper wall, a side wall or 
wall segment depending from the upper wall, an engagement formation on a radially inner face of the 
side wall or wall segment, and a bracing band for bracing the side wall or wall segment to restrain 
radial outward movement thereof; characterised in that: 

the bracing band is integral with the closure and is joined thereto by a plurality of spaced apart 
frangible connections , and in that the bracing band is mounted radially outside said wall or wall 
segment carrying the engagement formation. 

53. (New) A closure according to claim 52, wherein the band is mounted for hinged 
movement relative to the closure upon shearing of the frangible connections. 

54. (New) A closure according to claim 52, wherein the frangible connections are 
collapsible without shearing to permit limited outward deformation of the wall or wall segment. 
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55. (New) A closure according to claim 52, further comprising a plurality of ridges on a 
surface of the closure facing the bracing band. 

56. (New) A closure according to claim 52, further comprising co-operating abutment 
surfaces for forming at least one mechanical interlock between the bracing band and the wall or wall 
segment for communicating tension in the bracing band to the wall or wall segment. 

57. (New) A closure according to claim 52 comprising a plurality of depending side wall 
segments. -- 
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